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Policy No. 1225 
Series: 1000 – Board of Directors 

 

1225 Legislative Program and Advocacy 

The Board will represent the District’s interests in legislative action to promote the welfare 
of public education in the state of Washington or will direct those interests to be 
represented through the Superintendent or a designee. 

As a public entity, the Board must operate within the bounds of state and federal laws 
affecting public education. To effectively meet these responsibilities to the public and 
students of the District, the Board will work vigorously for the passage of new laws 
designed to advance the cause of effective schools and for the repeal or modification of 
existing laws that impede this cause.  

To achieve these goals, the Board will periodically study, discuss and weigh the merits of 
pending legislation for the purpose of establishing its official position through Board 
action. When established, these official positions will be the position of the District in the 
legislative process.  

Board Legislative Activities 

The Board will: 
 
1. Develop annual federal and state legislative agendas for the District consistent 

with the furtherance of the District’s strategic plan.  
2. Support and work for legislation that promotes quality education within Seattle 

Public Schools, the region, and the state of Washington. 
3. Stay informed of pending legislation and actively communicate concerns and 

make its position known to elected representatives at both the state and 
national levels by regular contact with their legislators in-district, in Olympia, 
and in Washington D.C. 

4. Seek adequate funding for schools and full funding for state and federally 
mandated programs. 

5. Set aside time to discuss legislative issues.  
6. Respond appropriately to requests for legislative proposals, comments on 

legislative proposals, and development of priority positions. 
7. Inform the public of its legislative priorities and outcomes of its legislative 

efforts. 
8. Designate one of its members to serve as legislative representative with the 

Washington State School Directors’ Association. 
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Board members, individually or as members of professional organizations, will not 
represent positions conflicting with the District’s on legislative matters unless it is made 
clear that such representation is not the official position of the District. 

Superintendent Procedure: 
 
Policy Cross References: 

• 1005 – Responsibilities and Authority of the Board 
• 1210 – Annual Organizational Meeting / Election of Officers 
• 1220 – Board Officers and Duties of Board Members 
• 1640 – Responsibilities and Authority of the Superintendent 
• 1822 – Training and Professional Development for Board Members/Participation in School 
Directors’ Association 

• 4000 – Public Information Program 
• 4400 – Election Activities 

Previous Policies: 
• E70.00 – Federal and State Legislative Agendas  
• E70.01 – Guidelines for Developing the Federal and State Legislative Agenda  

Legal References: 
• Chapter 28A.345 RCW Washington State School Directors’ Association 
• RCW 42.17A.555 Use of public office or agency facilities in campaigns—Prohibition—
Exceptions. (Effective until January 1, 2026. Recodified as RCW 29B.45.010.) 

• RCW 29B.45.010 Use of public office or agency facilities in campaigns—Prohibition—
Exceptions. (Effective January 1, 2026.) 

• RCW 42.17A.635 Legislative activities of state agencies, other units of government, elective 
officials, employees. (Effective until January 1, 2026. Recodified as RCW 29B.50.090.) 

• RCW 29B.50.090 Legislative activities of state agencies, other units of government, 
elective officials, employees. (Effective January 1, 2026.) 

Management Resources: 
• Seattle Public Schools Legislative Agenda (Adopted by the Board annually) 
• WSSDA Policy & Legal News, August 2009 
• Limits on Publicly Funded Lobbying, Public Disclosure Commission 

Last Board Review: 
 
Revisions: 

• April 1, 2025 (Administrative Update per Policy No. 1310) 

Adopted by the Board: 
• June 1, 2011 
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