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2 Trends and Projections – Feb 2024

• Post Covid Enrollment in King County and the Region

• Seattle School District Enrollment Trends

• Demographics and Enrollment
– Population
– Housing
– Births
– Migration

• Forecasts

Outline
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Enrollment in the four-county Puget Sound region is still about 
23,000 students less than what it was prior to the pandemic.

Puget Sound Enrollment Trends (Four County Region)
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Annual Net Change in Enrollment by County Since 2012
(Numbers may have changed since the original reporting date)
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King County Public School Districts P223
Change in Enrollment: Oct 2019 to Oct 2023

Numbers may have changed since originally reported.
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Kindergarten Enrollment Trends
King County Public Schools
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Private School Data
Note: Data not available for 2019
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Home-Based Instruction
King County Districts Combined

OSPI Home-Based Instruction Reports
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Focusing on Seattle
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District Enrollment Trend
P223 Enrollment (October)

Does Not Include Full-Time Running Start Students 
Numbers may have changed since originally reported
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District Enrollment Trend
P223 Enrollment (October 2004-2023)

Does Not Include Full-Time Running Start Students 
Numbers may have changed since originally reported
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Seattle’s Share of County K-12 
Public School Enrollment
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Private School Enrollment
Seattle Private Schools K-12 ONLY

In the District Boundary Area
Washington State Board of Education and OSPI Reporting
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Demographics and Enrollment
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If the number of students per house drops like it did between 2000 and 2010, the last time births were 
flat or declining, the District would have about 11 students per 100 homes in 2030. 
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• Population growth
– Not a great predictor
– Many empty nesters and young singles in the City
– If the annual growth rate hits three percent you might see some effect on enrollment.

• Housing
– Total amount of housing is poor predictor of enrollment
– Affordable housing – especially apartments with two-plus bedrooms are more highly 

correlated with enrollment.
– Growth in some areas is offset by decline in others. Overall enrollment may not be affected 

by affordable housing development. 

• Births
– Best predictor of enrollment because of grade level trends; net losses at most grades as kids 

roll up.

• Migration
– In and Out movement at the continuing grades also affects enrollment.

Demographic Predictors of Enrollment
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Births and Enrollment
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Predicted Births and Enrollment



Seattle School District Births
Calendar Year
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Comment: Based on the 2020 Census Data we would expect births to be higher, but so far they are trending low.

Birth Forecast 2023-2028
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Seattle School District Age Group Census Data



22 Trends and Projections – Feb 2024

Seattle School District Child-Bearing Females Census Data



Grade Progression Rates

Trends and Projections – Feb 202423
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Migration
Movement into and out of the District 

(Excluding Kindergarten and 12th Grade)
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King County Home Sales
and Out-Migration in the District

Food for Thought?
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Forecasts
Low, Medium, High
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• Births in Seattle 
– Births should be higher but they continue to trend lower
– Have young people moved out?
– Have they stopped having kids and starting families?

• Birth-to-K Ratios
– Will market share go up or stay the same? Is this the new normal post-covid?

• Real Estate Market
– Is there a price correction in the future?; if so, this could benefit Seattle, similar to 

what happened after the 2007 crash of home prices.
– Not as likely this time; developers in the outlying suburbs have been more careful 

about overbuilding since the bubble burst in 2007.

• Migration
– Anything that slows out-migration tends to help enrollment.

Key Indicators and Questions
Things to Watch



Consultant Background and Experience
Dr. Kendrick was the demographer for the Seattle Public schools from 1990 
to 1997. In that capacity he provided enrollment projections to facilitate 
staffing and facilities planning and helped with the management of the 
student assignment system. He also provided analysis of the relationship 
between demographics and test scores. 

Since 1997 he has worked as a consultant providing demographic analysis 
and enrollment projections for local school districts. Over the past 25 years 
his clients have included the following Districts: Auburn, Bainbridge 
Island, Bellingham, Bellevue, Bethel, Bremerton, Central Kitsap, Edmonds, 
Enumclaw, Federal Way, Marysville, Mercer Island, Monroe, North Kitsap, 
Olympia, Renton, Seattle, South Kitsap, Shoreline, Snoqualmie Valley, 
Sumner, Tahoma, and Tukwila. He also does annual enrollment projection 
work for the Everett, Highline, Mukilteo, Northshore, and Tacoma School 
Districts. He has worked in all four counties of the Puget Sound and is 
familiar with the different trends and patterns across the region. 
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